Mor tanamindt i
Le aming 1o Drag Race

Some say more than a
handful is a waste, but in
drag racing, more than a
mindful is a necessity.

Fora frtime drag racer, it €e
ke your head willexpbde be DR
te bike off te starting
he. The numbe roftings you need

¢ xp bde s

© tink aboutduring a 10 se cond
run wou ll ginve Einstinaheadache,
need © be
covrdin te frstsecond orso. |
tink
tird ofwhatlwas supposed © on
my fst hunch, and itwas r flced
inmytme sp. Itaw a bto lam.

and most of tem

Il on¥ rmemberd about a

Ofcoure, beor Idiscowerd st
how much ittkes © go s traigh tor
a quarer mill, lhad © get© a
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frack, in tis Mary knd
Int mationa IRace w ay, be te rknown
as MIR. This was te
Jason Millrs Steetbike Seminar
drag racing schooll and te 2007
Grudge Race. Geting © te tack
rquird a bitofa tip in my case.
Some 7
sparse ¥ equipped phne ok me ©

case

v nue Pr

hours aboard a rater

Re agan Natonall Airport in

Washington DC, which ough t be
te mostsecur airportin te worl
it proximiy © te

givn most

powe rii Bcity in te worB and te
cure nt policallstat of te worl,
Il brezed
trough witoutsomuch as asingl
body cauty search. |
discovrdtatte whol city ofDC
shoul probab¥ be Bbcked down
harde r t an any airportwhen | ©ok

butmuch © my surprse

soon

awrong umonmyway © te hot I
and found myse F driving down a
smalsteetin a comme rcialar a
tat boked ke a rater hrge riot
earkr in

had been trough ter
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te day. Hard © be B ralkstt
is soexpensive in a bwn so dodgy.
I paid chbser atention © te GPS
afer tat stying
on te freways te rstofte way
O te hot En Mary knd.

units dir ctions

The nextmoming saw a halftour
drive © te tack The hot humid,
which whil
uncom oriab 1 and bad for quartr
mill tmes,is amit betertan kst
years rain-out Atte track 1Hund a
number of atendees

sunny weater

had alkady
unpacked teir tails and setup
teir canopies in te staging hnes.
obvious prtly faist tat
mostofte peopl her ke drag

It be came

Bike Bnd.org ¢ DragBikeZ one.com

racing \ve ry serious ¥, enen te ones
tatdo itpur F as a hobby. These
ar peopl tatpul30tftenchsed
fails containing TN prpard

drag bikes (sometmes wo per
rder), mor spar part and ol
tan Ihaw athome, €nt, pithikes
and goFcart, Easy-Up €nt, race
fie lgeneraors, ans © he b keep

te bikes cooland te Btgoes on.

Itis clar ter is tut behind te
saying “Drag racing is an additon”1
begin making te rounds and
puting faces © names tatlhaw
known Brup © 7 year, yetnewr

metber. The inkEmetis an odd

ceratur ke tat One ofte best
equipped tailrs ter is haulhg
te bike lam supposed © ride - a
beautfil ZX-12R wit a w1y
custom paintpb - te I X-12R tat
MadMike rode ®© te 2003
int matonallDrag Bike Association

Ch am pionsh ip.

l getrater nenous as Msions of
te pavementmeetng te beautiill
paint pb dance in my head, not
tough € of notorious ¥
easy ®© bum 12R  chtthes.
Thank T, Mnce ntH illcomes ©my
rscue wit a kind ofEr © run his
tamer I RX-1100., but fstwe hawe
Jason Millrs te
att nd.

m ¢ non

fstseminar ©

Jason knows what he’s talling
about Besides being a member of
te Bmi¥ tatowns and uns MR,
he is aprodrag race rwhohas seen
7% on board a 5500 p tro bike,
and appeard on SpeedSs
rally Pinks.

course day he

racing
sh ow

of te
seminars cow ring difE r nt as pe ck

During te
gaw four

ofdrag racing. In te frsthe gav a
torough exphnaton of how te

fming sys€¢m wors, inchding tps
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on using te shortcomings of te
sysem 1 youradvantage .

The second seminar cowrd
kunch ing, Pocusing on clitth control
body positoning, and psthow hard
 lav te he,wit te key being
0 havw te font end <i>jus&A>
coming off te ground. Easier said
tan done, tough te tre rder
he had demonstrating itsur made it
bok easy enough. Seminar number
tre was alabout racton tme,
tough unorunat ¥ | missed tis
one.

The +fnall seminar tled about
seting up a mulkstage chtth, and
provided crucialvsuall by acualWy
disassembhg and rassemblbhg
one righ tin frontofte atendees. |
had moment when 1 € E ke lwas
righ tback in unive sit. The amount
ofin®b and expe rise tatJason put
inb each seminar was stagge ring.
For an experenced drag racer,
which is te targe t demographic of
te schooll it is probab¥ casy
e nough 1 absorb, but® a noob ke
myse F it was rater dauntng.
Forunat ¥ Jason proved © be an
e xce EntproEssor, ge ting his point
across \wry we B and in such a
manner tat exen my nouce butt
coull undestand it Beter yet he
off s a beginne rw rsion ofhis drag
race schoollspecifcal wibrd ©
frstimers ke myse E

Just beor te second seminar,
Mncentreminded me tatitwas ime
e te tee, so I suied up,
swung a Ig overte ZRX-1100, and
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made myway D te tack. The track
was open mostofte day, and tis
partcu hr tme itwas empty e xce pt
or my instucor Pr te day,
Mncent and myse E which was a
siwmaton as I was
a bit of a bolof

myse ENow Btme say tattis is a

vry we Bome
about © make

vy nice facilly. Exerytiing is new
or keptin gratshape, from te
ficke t boots © te tming builling
tack ite E
The fming sys€m is p notth and
tack is rguhrk
tratd wit tacton compound ©
te point tat your shoes willbe

and especialld © te

we M run. The

ripped off your €etifyou wer D
wall on te tack wit outyour hces
tigh t¥ e d. Pe h aps
imporant¥, te shutddown ara is
vry bng, and te pawementis in

most

exce Entshape alte way © te
end. Abkough, at te tme
mor concemed wit te rassurng

I was

hck ofeyes watthingme.

So ber lcan make a run, Ihaw
© lam © do a bumout which is
gasy enough © do butdoes take a
fty ortvo © lam (mnor ke o or
tre inmycase). Now tatte tr
is allwamed up, its ime ©gethst
se cond ins tuctions and stage. Le an
Prward wit €ettaibhg behind, set
RPM at about 3500, go on kst
ye Bw bt Btte chtth outquick ¥
butnotsomuch as owhee B, open
te trottl as te cBh engages,
shift decisinve ¥ at 10,500, don't It
offbe or te fnish bit. We B25
outof7 ain‘tgood, and shows inmy
some what sad yet beter tan
expeced ET of 12.65, butwit a
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miserabl .7s racton ime. itD

say tat my brain coull not
concentat on so many Prign
Bsks atonce . fyou cou B s op your
run e\ ry 100t of a second and
ke yourtme o make adjustent,
tis woull be a prtly easy sport
Butyou can't You ralf canttink
aboutwh atyou'r doing ata Mifyou
want® be good, cause tter simp¥

ain‘ttme .

Thank©Tl, afer te
seconds orso, you haw te rstof

frst coupl

yourrun © r kx, as itis pr tly much
a case oftck in, open te trotd,
and watth te speedocihb. Afera
Ingtybrak,itwas tme Prmun #2.
Imusthaw Bamedsometing from
te fstrun because tis tme lsaw
an 11.6s ET, tanks in no sm aMpart
 a 125MP1 speed, my bestMMPH
ofte day. Reacton fime was ewn
worse at0.9s tough. No brak tis
ime, as Ihot Bpped righ thack ©
te strt fhal® did a passabl
bumout and or te frsttime hed
up againstanoterracerin te fom
of DWB. Pemaps te (sad¥

bpside d)
he pedme, because Igotdown © a
2.001s 60" tme, which
as Ihad hoped 0 achiew, and an
11.465 ET.

sense of com pe ttion

is as good

if DWB was
mechanicallissues or pst€ ksony
Prme, buthe shutdown afer te
18, giMvng me an ETwin by 0.15. A

I don't k now h aving

tcinicalwin atbest butgiven h ow
rar ¥ lwin anyting, I'Bake it The
drag racing bug had been phntd.
UnPbrunat ¥ tatwas allte tme 1
woullhaw tis day as photography
dutes beckoned, and itwas soon
ime Orte Grudge Race © be gin.

The Grdge Race s
annuallexentwit entries made up

a pnwat

exclsive ¥ of Bike bnd members.
This year it ook phce jstbe Or
MIR% Hiday nigh tSpeed Unhitd
Midnigh t Madne s s
wer in a bitofa huny © ge tdone

races, and we

in tme, so a quick 8 format was
chosen. A qualfcaton run whitdld
te R B down D cigh tenttant ©
te Heads Up ewent Afer te
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settld on te tird
round, we had a winnerin te fom
of Buddy wit a 9.36s run on his
near sock 1X-14. Wit no tme
wastd te ET chss began, again
wit eight entant
rounds. This @me itwas our rside nt
pro MadMike winning
pre \jous ¥ described 7 X-12R wit a
9.66 O his 9.65 diallin. For de @il
on te race see our Grudge Race

CO\¢ Iage .

smoke had

and tre

it on his

The winne s h aving been de cide d, it
was tme Tr a wind-down in te
form ofsupper,sowe allheaded ©
Captain Bil¥5, be tt rknown am ong
Bike bnd member as Big Crab
Whors. Good e at (ifa M sparse
inmy case ) and good conw s atons
ensued, as Bike knd membe s gota
rak chance © @l in peson ©

oter members tey nomall on¥
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converse wit onhe. Ofcoure, tie
Smack Tal fidws feel¥ 1o,
especiall wit te days ewvent as

fesh Smack fodder Partng we B
wishes ar made, and e\&ryone
heads home or © te hotl

Saturday moming amivs and I get
packed for te
lave pstyetas Mncentisntdone

fme, fhe's
ime, bcal
know Bdge, and crazy fst Mini
CooperS  give me te 99.50 our
of DC. This is a good ting, as I
had tme ®
navigat DC% confising stee € © a
singl tourst destnaton beor |
had © hitte aimport As itwas, I
pretly much saw e\ery atiraction in
DC in te
hours, not® menton whatcan on¥

tip home, | can't

being generous. This
offring up his

woull bar ¥ haw

couse ofa mer Wwo

be compard © an am use me ntpan

ride t rough Rock Crek Par. That
nmbl Ml machine
underte hands ofa capabll driwr,

Mini is one

and Mnce sur qualies. As ifmy
head didnt need a kst fom te
stfing itendurd atte track te
day be ore, Mnce did his Bve Bbest
B cram albfDCinter DO!

So now Im back home © te usual
non-routne, but A& been infctd
by te drag racing bug, and I can't
wait or my next chance © hita
tack. Thanks
invo e d:
suppking te
Pr being a chss actin e ryting
he did, MadMike and Entropy for
he bing  omanize te e\ent
Mncent iBPOr his bike and tme,
who atended Tor
sh owing up and h aving a good tm ¢ !

go out © e\ ryone
all te
prizes, Jason Millr

sponsors  for

and e\£ ryone
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http://www.bikeland.org/story.php?storyID=31904
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