
For a firs t tim e  drag race r, it fe e ls  
lik e  your h e ad w ill e xplode  be fore  
th e  bik e  e xplode s  off th e  s tarting 
line . Th e  num be r of th ings  you ne e d 
to th ink  about during a 10 s e cond 
run w ould give  Eins te in a h e adach e , 
and m os t of th e m  ne e d to be  
cove re d in th e  firs t s e cond or s o. I 
th ink  I only re m e m be re d about a 
th ird of w h at I w as  s uppos e d to on 
m y firs t launch , and it w as  re fle cte d 
in m y tim e  s lip. I h ave  a lot to le arn.

Of cours e , be fore  I dis cove re d jus t 
h ow  m uch  it tak e s  to go s traigh t for 
a q uarte r m ile , I h ad to ge t to a 

track , in th is  cas e  Maryland 
Inte rnational Race w ay, be tte r k now n 
as  MIR. Th is  w as  th e  ve nue  for 
Jas on Mille r's  Stre e tbik e  Se m inars  
drag racing s ch ool, and th e  2007 
Grudge  Race . Ge tting to th e  track  
re q uire d a bit of a trip in m y cas e . 
Som e  7 h ours  aboard a rath e r 
s pars e ly e q uippe d plane  took  m e  to 
Re agan National Airport in 
W as h ington DC, w h ich  ough t to be  
th e  m os t s e cure  airport in th e  w orld 
give n its  proxim ity to th e  m os t 

pow e rful city in th e  w orld and th e  
curre nt political s tate  of th e  w orld, 
but m uch  to m y s urpris e  I bre e z e d 
th rough  w ith out s o m uch  as  a s ingle  
body cavity s e arch . I s oon 
dis cove re d th at th e  w h ole  city of DC 
s h ould probably be  lock e d dow n 
h arde r th an any airport w h e n I took  
a w rong turn on m y w ay to th e  h ote l 
and found m ys e lf driving dow n a 
s m all s tre e t in a com m e rcial are a 
th at look e d lik e  a rath e r large  riot 
h ad be e n th rough  th e re  e arlie r in 

More  th an a m indful
Le arning to Drag Race
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th e  day. H ard to be lie ve  re al e s tate  
is  s o e xpe ns ive  in a tow n s o dodgy. 
I paid clos e r atte ntion to th e  GPS 
unit's  dire ctions  afte r th at, s taying 
on th e  fre e w ays  th e  re s t of th e  w ay 
to th e  h ote l in Maryland.

Th e  ne xt m orning s aw  a h alf-h our 
drive  to th e  track  Th e  h ot, h um id, 
s unny w e ath e r, w h ich  w h ile  
uncom fortable  and bad for q uarte r 
m ile  tim e s , is  a m ite  be tte r th an las t 
ye ar's  rain-out. At th e  track  I found a 
num be r of atte nde e s  h ad alre ady 
unpack e d th e ir traile rs  and s e t up 
th e ir canopie s  in th e  s taging lane s . 
It be cam e  obvious  pre tty fas t th at 
m os t of th e  pe ople  h e re  tak e  drag 

racing ve ry s e rious ly, e ve n th e  one s  
th at do it pure ly as  a h obby. Th e s e  
are  pe ople  th at pull 30+ ft e nclos e d 
traile rs  containing fully pre pare d 
drag bik e s  (s om e tim e s  tw o pe r 
ride r), m ore  s pare  parts  and tools  
th an I h ave  at h om e , te nts , pit bik e s  
and golf carts , Eas y-Up te nts , race  
fue l, ge ne rators , fans  to h e lp k e e p 
th e  bik e s  cool, and th e  lis t goe s  on. 

It is  cle ar th e re  is  truth  be h ind th e  
s aying “Drag racing is  an addition”. I 
be gin m ak ing th e  rounds  and 
putting face s  to nam e s  th at I h ave  
k now n for up to 7 ye ars , ye t ne ve r 
m e t be fore . Th e  inte rne t is  an odd 

cre ature  lik e  th at. One  of th e  be s t 
e q uippe d traile rs  th e re  is  h auling 
th e  bik e  I am  s uppos e d to ride  - a 
be autiful Z X-12R w ith  a ve ry 
cus tom  paint job - th e  Z X-12R th at 
MadMik e  rode  to th e  2003 
Inte rnational Drag Bik e  As s ociation 
Ch am pions h ip.

I ge t rath e r ne rvous  as  vis ions  of 
th e  pave m e nt m e e ting th e  be autiful 
paint job dance  in m y h e ad, not to 
m e ntion th ough ts  of notorious ly 
e as y to burn 12R clutch e s . 
Th ank fully, Vince nt H ill com e s  to m y 
re s cue  w ith  a k ind offe r to run h is  
tam e r Z RX-1100., but firs t w e  h ave  
Jas on Mille r's  th e  firs t s e m inar to 
atte nd.

Jas on k now s  w h at h e 's  talk ing 
about. Be s ide s  be ing a m e m be r of 
th e  fam ily th at ow ns  and runs  MIR, 
h e  is  a pro drag race r w h o h as  s e e n 
7's  on board a 550h p turbo bik e , 
and appe are d on Spe e d's  racing 
re ality s h ow  Pink s . During th e  
cours e  of th e  day h e  gave  four 
s e m inars  cove ring diffe re nt as pe cts  
of drag racing. In th e  firs t h e  gave  a 
th orough  e xplanation of h ow  th e  
tim ing s ys te m  w ork s , including tips  
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on us ing th e  s h ortcom ings  of th e  
s ys te m  to your advantage .

Th e  s e cond s e m inar cove re d 
launch ing, focus ing on clutch  control, 
body pos itioning, and jus t h ow  h ard 
to le ave  th e  line , w ith  th e  k e y be ing 
to h ave  th e  front e nd <i>jus t</i> 
com ing off th e  ground. Eas ie r s aid 
th an done , th ough  th e  th re e  ride rs  
h e  h ad de m ons trating it s ure  m ade  it 
look  e as y e nough . Se m inar num be r 
th re e  w as  all about re action tim e , 
th ough  unfortunate ly I m is s e d th is  
one . 

Th e  final s e m inar talk e d about 
s e tting up a m ulti-s tage  clutch , and 
provide d crucial vis uals  by actually 
dis as s e m bling and re as s e m bling 
one  righ t in front of th e  atte nde e s . I 
h ad m om e nts  w h e n I fe lt lik e  I w as  
righ t back  in unive rs ity. Th e  am ount 
of info and e xpe rtis e  th at Jas on put 
into e ach  s e m inar w as  s tagge ring. 
For an e xpe rie nce d drag race r, 
w h ich  is  th e  targe t de m ograph ic of 
th e  s ch ool, it is  probably e as y 
e nough  to abs orb, but to a noob lik e  
m ys e lf it w as  rath e r daunting. 
Fortunate ly Jas on prove d to be  an 
e xce lle nt profe s s or, ge tting h is  points  
acros s  ve ry w e ll, and in s uch  a 
m anne r th at e ve n m y novice  butt 
could unde rs tand it. Be tte r ye t, h e  
offe rs  a be ginne r ve rs ion of h is  drag 
race  s ch ool s pe cifically tailore d to 
firs t tim e rs  lik e  m ys e lf.

Jus t be fore  th e  s e cond s e m inar, 
Vince nt re m inde d m e  th at it w as  tim e  
to face  th e  tre e , s o I s uite d up, 
s w ung a le g ove r th e  Z RX-1100, and 
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m ade  m y w ay to th e  track . Th e  track  
w as  ope n m os t of th e  day, and th is  
particular tim e  it w as  e m pty e xce pt 
for m y ins tructor for th e  day, 
Vince nt, and m ys e lf, w h ich  w as  a 
ve ry w e lcom e  s ituation as  I w as  
about to m ak e  a bit of a fool of 
m ys e lf. Now  le t m e  s ay th at th is  is  a 
ve ry nice  facility. Eve ryth ing is  ne w  
or k e pt in gre at s h ape , from  th e  
tick e t booth s  to th e  tim ing building 
and e s pe cially to th e  track  its e lf. 
Th e  tim ing s ys te m  is  top notch  and 
w e ll run. Th e  track  is  re gularly 
tre ate d w ith  traction com pound to 
th e  point th at your s h oe s  w ill be  
rippe d off your fe e t if you w e re  to 
w alk  on th e  track  w ith out your lace s  
tigh tly tie d. Pe rh aps  m os t 
im portantly, th e  s h utdow n are a is  
ve ry long, and th e  pave m e nt is  in 
e xce lle nt s h ape  all th e  w ay to th e  
e nd. Alth ough , at th e  tim e  I w as  
m ore  conce rne d w ith  th e  re as s uring 
lack  of e ye s  w atch ing m e .

So be fore  I can m ak e  a run, I h ave  
to le arn to do a burnout, w h ich  is  
e as y e nough  to do but doe s  tak e  a 
try or tw o to le arn (m ore  lik e  tw o or 
th re e  in m y cas e ). Now  th at th e  tire  
is  all w arm e d up, it's  tim e  to ge t las t 
s e cond ins tructions  and s tage . Le an 
forw ard w ith  fe e t trailing be h ind, s e t 
RPM at about 3500, go on las t 
ye llow  ligh t, le t th e  clutch  out q uick ly 
but not s o m uch  as  to w h e e lie , ope n 
th e  th rottle  as  th e  clutch  e ngage s , 
s h ift de cis ive ly at 10,500, don't le t 
off be fore  th e  finis h  ligh ts . W e ll, 2.5 
out of 7 ain't good, and s h ow s  in m y 
s om e  w h at s ad ye t be tte r th an 
e xpe cte d ET of 12.6s , but w ith  a 

m is e rable  .7s  re action tim e .  it to 
s ay th at m y brain could not 
conce ntrate  on s o m any fore ign 
tas k s  at once . If you could s top your 
run e ve ry 100th  of a s e cond and 
tak e  your tim e  to m ak e  adjus tm e nts , 
th is  w ould be  a pre tty e as y s port. 
But you can't. You re ally can't th ink  
about w h at you're  doing at all if you 
w ant to be  good, caus e  th e re  s im ply 
ain't tim e . 

Th ank fully, afte r th e  firs t couple  
s e conds  or s o, you h ave  th e  re s t of 
your run to re lax, as  it is  pre tty m uch  
a cas e  of tuck  in, ope n th e  th rottle , 
and w atch  th e  s pe e do clim b. Afte r a 
le ngth y bre ak , it w as  tim e  for run #2. 
I m us t h ave  le arne d s om e th ing from  
th e  firs t run be caus e  th is  tim e  I s aw  
an 11.6s  ET, th ank s  in no s m all part 
to a 125MPH  s pe e d, m y be s t MPH  
of th e  day. Re action tim e  w as  e ve n 
w ors e  at 0.9 s  th ough . No bre ak  th is  
tim e , as  I h ot lappe d righ t back  to 
th e  s tart, finally did a pas s able  
burnout, and for th e  firs t tim e  line d 
up agains t anoth e r race r in th e  form  
of DW B. Pe rh aps  th e  (s adly 

lops ide d) s e ns e  of com pe tition 
h e lpe d m e , be caus e  I got dow n to a 
2.001s  60' tim e , w h ich  is  as  good 
as  I h ad h ope d to ach ie ve , and an 
11.46s  ET. 

I don't k now  if DW B w as  h aving 
m e ch anical is s ue s  or jus t fe lt s orry 
for m e , but h e  s h ut dow n afte r th e  
1/8, giving m e  an ET w in by 0.1s . A 
te ch nical w in at be s t, but give n h ow  
rare ly I w in anyth ing, I'll tak e  it! Th e  
drag racing bug h ad be e n plante d. 
Unfortunate ly th at w as  all th e  tim e  I 
w ould h ave  th is  day as  ph otograph y 
dutie s  be ck one d, and it w as  s oon 
tim e  for th e  Grudge  Race  to be gin.

Th e  Grudge  Race  is  a private  
annual e ve nt w ith  e ntrie s  m ade  up 
e xclus ive ly of Bik e land m e m be rs . 
Th is  ye ar it took  place  jus t be fore  
MIR's  Friday nigh t Spe e d Unlim ite d 
Midnigh t Madne s s  race s , and w e  
w e re  in a bit of a h urry to ge t done  
in tim e , s o a q uick  8 form at w as  
ch os e n. A q ualification run w h ittle d 
th e  fie ld dow n to e igh t e ntrants  to 
th e  H e ads  Up e ve nt. Afte r th e  
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s m ok e  h ad s e ttle d on th e  th ird 
round, w e  h ad a w inne r in th e  form  
of Buddy w ith  a 9 .36s  run on h is  
ne ar s tock  Z X-14. W ith  no tim e  
w as te d th e  ET clas s  be gan, again 
w ith  e igh t e ntrants  and th re e  
rounds . Th is  tim e  it w as  our re s ide nt 
pro MadMik e  w inning it on h is  
pre vious ly de s cribe d Z X-12R w ith  a 
9 .66 to h is  9 .65 dial-in. For de tails  
on th e  race  s e e  our Grudge  Race  
cove rage .

Th e  w inne rs  h aving be e n de cide d, it 
w as  tim e  for a w ind-dow n in th e  
form  of s uppe r, s o w e  all h e ade d to 
Captain Billy's , be tte r k now n am ong 
Bik e land m e m be rs  as  Big Crab 
W h ore s . Good e ats  (if a little  s pars e  
in m y cas e ) and good conve rs ations  
e ns ue d, as  Bik e land m e m be rs  got a 
rare  ch ance  to talk  in pe rs on to 
oth e r m e m be rs  th e y norm ally only 

conve rs e  w ith  online . Of cours e , th e  
Sm ack  Talk  flow s  fre e ly too, 
e s pe cially w ith  th e  day's  e ve nts  as  
fre s h  Sm ack  fodde r. Parting w e ll 
w is h e s  are  m ade , and e ve ryone  
h e ads  h om e  or to th e  h ote l,

Saturday m orning arrive s  and I ge t 
pack e d for th e  trip h om e , I can't 
le ave  jus t ye t as  Vince nt is n't done  
be ing ge ne rous . Th is  tim e , h e 's  
offe ring up h is  tim e , local 
k now le dge , and craz y fas t Mini 
Coope r S to give  m e  th e  $0.50 tour 
of DC. Th is  is  a good th ing, as  I 
w ould bare ly h ave  h ad tim e  to 
navigate  DC's  confus ing s tre e ts  to a 
s ingle  touris t de s tination be fore  I 
h ad to h it th e  airport. As  it w as , I 
pre tty m uch  s aw  e ve ry attraction in 
DC in th e  cours e  of a m e re  tw o 
h ours , not to m e ntion w h at can only 
be  com pare d to an am us e m e nt park  

ride  th rough  Rock  Cre e k  Park . Th at 
Mini is  one  nim ble  little  m ach ine  
unde r th e  h ands  of a capable  drive r, 
and Vince  s ure  q ualifie s . As  if m y 
h e ad didn't ne e d a re s t from  th e  
s tuffing it e ndure d at th e  track  th e  
day be fore , Vince  did h is  le ve l be s t 
to cram  all of DC in th e re  too!

So now  I'm  back  h om e  to th e  us ual 
non-routine , but I've  be e n infe cte d 
by th e  drag racing bug, and I can't 
w ait for m y ne xt ch ance  to h it a 
track . Th ank s  go out to e ve ryone  
involve d: all th e  s pons ors  for 
s upplying th e  priz e s , Jas on Mille r 
for be ing a clas s  act in e ve ryth ing 
h e  did, MadMik e  and Entropy for 
h e lping organiz e  th e  e ve nt, 
Vince ntH ill for h is  bik e  and tim e , 
and e ve ryone  w h o atte nde d for 
s h ow ing up and h aving a good tim e !
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